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The Tuesday Band Bulletin
Notes From Mr. I
An Explanation

Talking about me isnÕt 
something I like to do 
too much in this 
newsletter, though I do 
share some personal 
stories.  

ItÕs usually about the kids, 
the band, the district, and whatever else I 
think will help people understand what we 
are trying to do with our band program.  I 
feel like those out there who are doing it for 
the love and nothing else deserve the 
headlines.

However, this week I wanted to share 
some things about the guy typing the words.  
As I was reminded by someone last week, I 
get paid to do this job no matter how hard it 
is.  This is very true, so I want to make sure 
you know that IÕm working as hard as I can 
to make this program successful, and that IÕm 
not taking the easy way out.  $I also donÕt 
want this to sound like IÕm asking for your 
sympathy.  IÕm sure many of you out there 
outwork me by far...IÕm not a hero.%

This year I went to the junior high to 
teach 7th and 8th grade band along with the 
four bands I teach up at LHS.  I thought it 
was the best way to increase participation 
and retention in our high school program.  I 
knew when I made that decision I would be 
facing a pretty heavy workload.  

However, at the onset it turned out to 
be much more time consuming than I 
thought was possible.  I didnÕt realize how 
much I had in front of me and how many 
things needed to be done.  From the two 
weeks before school started until about three 
weeks ago I would wait until my kids went to 
bed and go to LJHS every weeknight and 
Sunday to get things organized.  As a result I 
have not been able to keep up on things that 
I used to be much better at doing here at 
LHS.  The TBB wasnÕt getting out until 
Thursday night.  The website lay dormant for 
about a week at a time.  My o&ce at the high 
school started to look like a mailroom where 
all the secretaries went on strike.  

In addition, my home started to become 
a rest stop.  My wife and kids were wondering 
if I had left the country.  They are somewhat 
used to this...my wife calls herself a 
ÒMarching Band WidowÓ from Mid"July 
through Mid"November, and being an ex"
high school assistant band director herself 
she understands.  But this year was worse.  IÕd 
have maybe 30 minutes with my family for 
dinner, then o' to the Junior High. 
Afterwards IÕd come home, do lesson plans, 
grab a couple hours of sleep and do it all over 
again.

Things hit a low point this past week 
when I tried writing out some music for the 
Concert Band.  After a comedy of errors 
trying to use an outdated program on a new 
laptop I ended up falling asleep on top of 
that computer in a chair at 5:00 a.m.  My wife 
woke me up after 90 minutes, looked me in 
my bloodshot eyes, and said, ÒYouÕre going to 
stop this NOW.  You canÕt go on like this and 
live a long life...I donÕt know what you have 
to do, but do something and CUT IT OUT!Ó

As always, she was right.  Not only am I 
killing myself trying to Þx everything, I am 
making myself sick, tired, and miserable.  
Again, many people out there work harder 
and more di&cult jobs than I do.  
FireÞghters, doctors, and police o&cers are 
people doing harder work in this world than I 
am, and I donÕt try to be more important 
than I am.  However, I also know that I am  
busting my tail trying to do it right, and by 
doing that I think IÕm doing it wrong....

So, now to the point:  If at any tim# 
during the last few weeks IÕve seemed Ònot rightÓ, 
IÕm sorry.  Things are better...the webpage is 
updated and the T.B.B. is going to be out ther# 
regularly$or at least almost...if itÕs not, give me a 
day.   I have worked hard to get on top of things, 
and I think IÕm at close to where I need to be.  If 
not, I hope you at least know that IÕm trying.  
! I appreciate all of our students and 
parents more than you know.  I do the 
best I can for our program, and I know 
you do, too.  Thank you...

Quote of 
the Week:

ÒWhen youÕve 
done all you can 
do, and maybe 
more than you 

probably should 
have done...you 

have to be 
satisÞed in 

knowing you 
fought the good 

Þght.Ó
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MASS BAND THANK YOU
Once again, we thank the Mass Band for their 

appearance on Friday night.  You made quite an impression 
to the crowd, and I know our community was impressed.  
You did a great job!  8th grade was AWESOME, too!

LOVELAND RESULTS
Congratulations to the MARCHING BAND for 

placing 2nd in Class AAA $out of 5 bands% and placing 4th out 
of 15 overall at the Loveland Marching Band Competition.  
It was yet another step in the right direction for this 
program, and we will continue to take those steps as we 
progress down the road.  We are all very proud of this band!!

CHAIR TRYOUTS#ALMOST DONE!
We will Þnish these up this week with percussion.  

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR PATIENCE!

MARCHING WARRIOR 
INVITATIONAL#SAT, OCT. 11!!!!!!

Our very own marching band competition is coming up 
on Saturday, October 11th!  This is a MANDATORY 
EVENT FOR ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS TO BE 
INVOLVED IN IF YOU ARE IN THE MARCHING 
BAND!

The competition itself begins at 3:00 p.m. but our 
preparations begin WAY before that!  Sign up sheets will be 
on the counter in the band room.  

If you have any questions at any time see Mr. Iannelli 
for details.  THANK YOU!

HALLOWEEN CONCERT!
Start thinking NOW about your costume for the 

Halloween Concert on October 23!  EVERYONE is 
expected to wear a costume and EVERYONE is expected 
to have fun with it!  IÕm planning mine and itÕs going to be  a 
great one!

WE NEED INSTRUMENTS!
Do you know a person or corporation looking for a 

great cause to donate to?  How about donating money for 
instruments to help the Lebanon City Schools Band 
Program!  We are in DESPERATE need at LJHS for Tubas, 
Bassoons, Oboes, Trombones, Tenor Saxes, and Bass 
Clarinets.   At LHS we need Bassoons, Bass Clarinets, 
French Horns, and Oboes...amongst others!  Let us know if 
you have any leads or can help personally!

FRIDAY AGENDA!
4:30 Loading Crew !Trumpets and Drum Majors%@LHS

5:00 Report to Þeld at LJHS

6:00 Eat, Dress and Prepare for Game

7:00 March down to the Stadium

7:30 Game Time!

8:30 Halftime $depends on game%

10:00 $ish% Dismissed from LJHS $depends on game%

10:15 Unloading crew up at LHS $depends on game%

10:30 $ish% Unloading crew done at LHS $depends on 
!             game%

$We cannot always control the time...please be ßexible 
with when weÕre Þnished, but please donÕt make us wait an 
extra hour for you to pick up your child either...we canÕt 
leave them alone!!%

UPCOMING EVENTS!
T, 9/30! Marching Band Rehearsal ! 6"9 p.m.! ! LHS

Tr,10/2! Marching Band Rehearsal! 3:15"6:30 p.m.! LHS

! *We also have our homecoming parade that night.  We 
will end rehearsal early !but everyone will go to the parade", 
get on the buses and head to the parade.

F, 10/3! Home vs. Troy! ! 4:30"10:00 p.m.! LJHS

! *Trumpets and Drum Majors load trailer.  Please be at
$ LHS at 4:30 !di%erent time than other weeks!"

T, 10/7! Marching Band Rehearsal ! 6"9 p.m.! ! LHS

Tr,10/9! Marching Band Rehearsal! 3:15"6:30 p.m.! LHS

F, 10/10 ! Away vs. Fairborn! ! 4:00"11 p.m.! LHS

S, 10/11! Marching Warrior Comp.! ALL DAY! LJHS

USE YOUR KROGER CARDS!


